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AMENDMENTS 
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ENACTING CLAUSE 

Pub. L. 85–857, § 1, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1105, provided 
in part: ‘‘That the laws relating to veterans’ benefits 
are revised, codified, and enacted as title 38, United 
States Code, ‘Veterans’ Benefits’ ’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Pub. L. 85–857, § 2, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1262, provided 
that: ‘‘Except as otherwise provided in this Act, this 
Act shall take effect on January 1, 1959.’’ 

OFFENSES COMMITTED UNDER REPEALED LAWS 

Pub. L. 85–857, § 3, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1262, provided 
that: 

‘‘(a) All offenses committed and all penalties and for-
feitures incurred under any of the provisions of law 
amended or repealed by this Act or the Veterans’ Bene-
fits Act of 1957 may be prosecuted and punished in the 
same manner and with the same effect as if such Acts 
had not been enacted. 

‘‘(b) Forfeitures of benefits under laws administered 
by the Veterans’ Administration occurring before Jan-
uary 1959 shall continue to be effective.’’ 

CONTINUATION OF AUTHORITY UNDER ACT OF 
JULY 3, 1930 

Pub. L. 85–857, § 4, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1262, provided 
that: ‘‘All functions, powers, and duties conferred upon 
and vested in the President and the Administrator by 
the Act of July 3, 1930 (46 Stat. 1016) and which were in 
effect on December 31, 1957, are continued in effect.’’ 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Pub. L. 85–857, § 5, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1262, provided 
that: 

‘‘(a) References in other laws to any provision of law 
replaced by title 38, United States Code, shall, where 
applicable, be deemed to refer also to the corresponding 
provision of title 38, United States Code. 

‘‘(b) References in title 38, United States Code, to any 
provision of title 38, United States Code, shall, where 
applicable, be deemed to refer also to the prior cor-
responding provisions of law. 

‘‘(c) Amendments effective after August 18, 1958, 
made to any provision of law replaced by title 38, 
United States Code, shall, notwithstanding the repeal 
of such provision by section 14 of this Act, supersede 
the corresponding provisions of title 38, United States 
Code, to the extent that such amendments are incon-
sistent therewith.’’ 

CONTINUING AVAILABILITY OF APPROPRIATIONS 

Pub. L. 85–857, § 6, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1263, provided 
that: 

‘‘(a) Amounts heretofore appropriated to carry out 
the purposes of any provision of law repealed by this 
Act, and available on December 31, 1958, shall be avail-
able to carry out the purposes of the corresponding pro-
visions of title 38, United States Code. 

‘‘(b) The availability and use of appropriations made 
for the purposes of the Act of July 1, 1948 (62 Stat. 1210; 
50 App. U.S.C. 1991–1996) shall not be affected by the re-
peal of such Act.’’ 

OUTSTANDING RULES, REGULATIONS, AND ORDERS 

Pub. L. 85–857, § 7, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1263, provided 
that: ‘‘All rules, regulations, orders, permits, and other 
privileges issued or granted by the Administrator of 
Veterans’ Affairs before December 31, 1958, and in effect 
on such date (or scheduled to take effect after such 
date) shall remain in full force and effect until modi-
fied, suspended, overruled, or otherwise changed by the 
Administrator.’’ 

PUBLICATION 

Pub. L. 85–857, § 8, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1263, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act shall be printed in slip-law form with 
a table of contents and a comprehensive index and 
tables furnished by the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
of the House of Representatives; however, such table of 
contents, comprehensive index and tables shall not be 
printed in the United States Statutes at Large.’’ 

PENDING CLAIMS 

Pub. L. 85–857, § 9, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1263, provided 
that: ‘‘A claim for benefits which is pending in the Vet-
erans’ Administration on January 1, 1959, or filed there-
after, shall be adjudicated under the laws in effect on 
December 31, 1958, with respect to the period before 
January 1, 1959, and, except as provided in section 10, 
under title 38, United States Code, thereafter.’’ 

PERSONS RECEIVING BENEFITS ON DECEMBER 31, 1958 

Pub. L. 85–857, § 10, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1263, provided 
that: ‘‘Any individual receiving benefits as a veteran, 
or as the widow, child, or parent of a veteran, under 
public laws administered by the Veterans’ Administra-
tion on December 31, 1958, shall, as long as entitlement 
under such laws continues, receive benefits under the 
corresponding provisions of title 38, United States 
Code, thereafter, or benefits at the rate payable under 
such public laws, whichever will result in the greater 
benefit being paid to the individual. The provisions of 
this section shall apply to those claims within the pur-
view of section 9 in which it is determined that benefits 
are payable for December 31, 1958.’’ 

PERSONS ENTITLED TO EMERGENCY OFFICERS’ RETIRE-
MENT PAY ON DECEMBER 31, 1958, OR WHO FAILED TO 
SUBMIT APPLICATIONS PRIOR TO MAY 25, 1929 

Pub. L. 85–857, § 11, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1263, as 
amended by Pub. L. 87–875, Oct. 24, 1962, 76 Stat. 1198, 
provided that: 
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‘‘(a) Any person who was receiving, or entitled to re-
ceive, emergency officers’ retirement pay, or other 
privileges or benefits as a retired emergency officer of 
World War I, on December 31, 1958, under the laws in ef-
fect on that day, shall, except where there was fraud, 
clear and unmistakable error as to conclusion of fact or 
law, or misrepresentation of material facts, continue, 
to receive, or be entitle to receive, emergency officers’ 
retirement pay at the rate otherwise payable on De-
cember 31, 1958, and such other privileges and benefits, 
so long as the conditions warranting such pay, privi-
leges, and benefits under those laws continue. 

‘‘(b) Any individual who, upon application therefor 
before May 25, 1929, would have been granted emer-
gency officer’s retirement pay based upon 30 per cen-
tum or more disability under the Act of May 24, 1928 (45 
Stat. 735), and who would have been entitled to con-
tinue to receive such pay under section 10 of Public 
Numbered 2, Seventy-third Congress, or under section 1 
of Public Numbered 743, Seventy-sixth Congress, and 
who upon being placed on the emergency officers’ re-
tired list would have been paid retired pay at a month-
ly rate lower than the monthly rate of disability com-
pensation then payable, shall, upon application made 
therefor after the date of enactment of this subpara-
graph [Oct. 24, 1962] to the Administrator of Veterans’ 
Affairs, be placed upon the appropriate emergency offi-
cers’ retired list, and thereafter shall be entitled to all 
rights, privileges, and benefits of retired emergency of-
ficers of World War I.’’ 

CONTINUATION OF CERTAIN RIGHTS AND BENEFITS 

Pub. L. 85–857, § 12, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1264, as 
amended by Pub. L. 89–50, § 1(c), June 24, 1965, 79 Stat. 
173; Pub. L. 91–24, § 14(a), June 11, 1969, 83 Stat. 35, pro-
vided that: 

‘‘(a) [Repealed by Pub. L. 91–24, effective June 11, 
1969, except as to any indebtedness which may be due 
the Government as the result of any benefits granted 
thereunder. Prior to such repeal, subsec. (a) read as fol-
lows: ‘‘The repeal of part VIII, and paragraphs 10 and 11 
of part VII, of Veterans Regulation Numbered 1(a), sec-
tions 3 and 4 of Public Law 16, Seventy-eighth Con-
gress, and section 1507 of the Servicemen’s Readjust-
ment Act of 1944, shall not apply in the case of any vet-
eran (1) who enlisted or reenlisted in a regular compo-
nent of the Armed Forces after October 6, 1945, and be-
fore October 7, 1946, or (2) whose discharge or dismissal 
is changed, corrected, or modified before February 1, 
1965, pursuant to section 1552 or 1553 of title 10, United 
States Code, or by other corrective action by com-
petent authority.’’] 

‘‘(b) Nothing in this Act or any amendment or repeal 
made by it, shall affect any right, liability, penalty, au-
thorization or requirement pertaining to World War ad-
justed compensation authorized or prescribed under the 
provisions of the World War Adjusted Compensation 
Act, or the Adjusted Compensation Payment Act, 1936, 
or any related Act, which was in effect on December 31, 
1958. 

‘‘(c) [Repealed by Pub. 89–50, effective July 1, 1966. 
Prior to such repeal, subsec. (c) read as follows: ‘‘Noth-
ing in this Act, or any amendment or repeal made by 
it, shall deprive any person of benefits under the Mus-
tering-Out Payment Act of 1944 to which he would have 
been entitled if this Act had not been enacted.’’] 

‘‘(d) Nothing in this Act, or any amendment or repeal 
made by it, shall affect any right of any person based 
on a contract entered into before the effective date of 
this Act, or affect the manner in which such right 
could have been enforced or obtained but for this Act, 
or such amendment or repeal. 

‘‘(e) Chapter 37 of title 38, United States Code, is a 
continuation and restatement of the provisions of title 
III of the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944, and 
may be considered to be an amendment to such title 
III.’’ 

IMPROVEMENT OF UNITED STATES CODE BY PUB. L. 
102–83; CORRESPONDING PROVISIONS; SAVINGS PROVISION 

Pub. L. 102–83, § 7, Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 410, provided 
that: 

‘‘(a) REFERENCES TO REPLACED LAWS.—A reference to 
a provision of title 38, United States Code, replaced by 
a provision of that title enacted by section 2 [enacting 
chapters 3, 5, 7, 9, and 77 of this title, amending sections 
618, 621, 654, 1521, 1685, 1833, 2003A, 2014, 5701, 7101, and 
7455 of this title, and repealing former chapter 3 of this 
title] (including a reference in a regulation, order, or 
other law) shall be treated as referring to the cor-
responding provision enacted by this Act. 

‘‘(b) SAVINGS PROVISION FOR REGULATIONS.—A regula-
tion, rule, or order in effect under a provision of title 
38, United States Code, replaced by a provision of that 
title enacted by section 2 shall continue in effect under 
the corresponding provision enacted by this Act until 
repealed, amended, or superseded. 

‘‘(c) GENERAL SAVINGS PROVISION.—An action taken 
or an offense committed under a provision of title 38, 
United States Code, replaced by a provision of that 
title enacted by section 2 shall be treated as having 
been taken or committed under the corresponding pro-
vision enacted by this Act.’’ 

TITLE REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This title is referred to in title 5 sections 7511, 8347; 
title 7 section 2012; title 10 sections 1408, 1450, 1451, 
12319; title 26 section 6103; title 29 section 1721; title 42 
sections 290dd–1, 290dd–2, 410, 424a, 10008; title 50 section 
2031. 

PART I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Chap. Sec. 

1. General .................................................. 101 
3. Department of Veterans Affairs ...... 301 
5. Authority and Duties of the Sec-

retary .................................................. 501 
7. Employees ............................................. 701 
9. Security and Law Enforcement on 

Property Under the Jurisdiction 
of the Department ........................... 901 

PART II—GENERAL BENEFITS 

11. Compensation for Service-Con-
nected Disability or Death ............ 1101 

13. Dependency and Indemnity Com-
pensation for Service-Connected 
Deaths ................................................. 1301 

15. Pension for Non-Service-Connected 
Disability or Death or for Service 1501 

17. Hospital, Nursing Home, Domi-
ciliary, and Medical Care .............. 1701 

18. Benefits for Children of Vietnam 
Veterans Who Are Born With 
Spina Bifida ...................................... 1801 

19. Insurance .............................................. 1901 
21. Specially Adapted Housing for Dis-

abled Veterans .................................. 2101 
23. Burial Benefits ..................................... 2301 
24. National Cemeteries and Memori-

als ........................................................ 2400 

PART III—READJUSTMENT AND RELATED 
BENEFITS 

30. All-Volunteer Force Educational 
Assistance Program ........................ 3001 

31. Training and Rehabilitation for 
Veterans with Service-Connected 
Disabilities ........................................ 3100 

32. Post-Vietnam Era Veterans’ Edu-
cational Assistance .......................... 3201 
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1 So in original. Does not conform to chapter heading. 

34. Veterans’ Educational Assistance ... 3451 
35. Survivors’ and Dependents’ Edu-

cational Assistance .......................... 3500 
36. Administration of Educational 

Benefits .............................................. 3670 
37. Housing and Small Business Loans 3701 
39. Automobiles and Adaptive Equip-

ment for Certain Disabled Veter-
ans and Members of the Armed 
Forces ................................................. 3901 

41. Job Counseling, Training, and 
Placement Service for Veterans .. 4100 

42. Employment and Training of Vet-
erans ................................................... 4211 

43. Employment and Reemployment 
Rights of Members of the Uni-
formed Services ............................... 4301 

PART IV—GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE 
PROVISIONS 

51. Claims, Effective Dates, and Pay-
ments .................................................. 5101 

53. Special Provisions Relating to Ben-
efits ...................................................... 5301 

55. Minors, Incompetents, and Other 
Wards .................................................. 5501 

57. Records and Investigations .............. 5701 
59. Agents and Attorneys ......................... 5901 
61. Penal and Forfeiture Provisions ..... 6101 

PART V—BOARDS, ADMINISTRATIONS, AND 
SERVICES 

71. Board of Veterans’ Appeals .............. 7101 
72. United States Court of Veterans 

Appeals ............................................... 7251 
73. Veterans Health Administration— 

Organization and Functions ......... 7301 
74. Veterans Health Administration— 

Personnel ........................................... 7401 
76. Health Professionals Educational 

Assistance Program ........................ 7601 
77. Veterans Benefits Administration .. 7701 
78. Veterans’ Canteen Service ................ 7801 

PART VI—ACQUISITION AND DISPOSITION 
OF PROPERTY 

81. Acquisition and Operation of Hos-
pital and Domiciliary Facilities; 
Procurement and Supply; En-
hanced-Use Leases of Real Prop-
erty 1 .................................................... 8101 

82. Assistance in Establishing New 
State Medical Schools; Grants to 
Affiliated Medical Schools; As-
sistance to Health Manpower 
Training Institutions ...................... 8201 

83. Acceptance of Gifts and Bequests .. 8301 
85. Disposition of Deceased Veterans’ 

Personal Property ........................... 8501 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–204, title IV, § 421(b)(2), Sept. 26, 1996, 
110 Stat. 2926, added item for chapter 18. 

1994—Pub. L. 103–446, title XII, § 1201(h)(1), Nov. 2, 
1994, 108 Stat. 4688, struck out item for chapter 42 and 
added identical new item for chapter 42. 

Pub. L. 103–353, § 2(b)(1), Oct. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 3169, 
substituted ‘‘Employment and Reemployment Rights of 
Members of the Uniformed Services’’ and ‘‘4301’’ for 

‘‘Veterans’ Reemployment Rights’’ and ‘‘2021’’, respec-
tively, in item for chapter 43. 

1991—Pub. L. 102–86, title IV, § 401(b)(2), Aug. 14, 1991, 
105 Stat. 422, inserted ‘‘; Enhanced-Use Leases of Real 
Property’’ in item for chapter 81. 

Pub. L. 102–83, §§ 2(d)(1), 5(b)(2), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 
402, 406, substituted ‘‘Department of Veterans Affairs 
. . . 301’’ for ‘‘Veterans’ Administration; Officers and 
Employees . . . 201’’ in item for chapter 3, added items 
for chapters 5, 7, 9, and 77, substituted ‘‘1101’’ for ‘‘301’’ 
in item for chapter 11, ‘‘1301’’ for ‘‘401’’ in item for 
chapter 13, ‘‘1501’’ for ‘‘501’’ in item for chapter 15, 
‘‘1701’’ for ‘‘601’’ in item for chapter 17, ‘‘1901’’ for ‘‘701’’ 
in item for chapter 19, ‘‘2101’’ for ‘‘801’’ in item for 
chapter 21, ‘‘2301’’ for ‘‘901’’ in item for chapter 23, 
‘‘2400’’ for ‘‘1000’’ in item for chapter 24, ‘‘3001’’ for 
‘‘1401’’ in item for chapter 30, ‘‘3100’’ for ‘‘1500’’ in item 
for chapter 31, ‘‘3201’’ for ‘‘1601’’ in item for chapter 32, 
‘‘3451’’ for ‘‘1651’’ in item for chapter 34, ‘‘3500’’ for 
‘‘1700’’ in item for chapter 35, ‘‘3670’’ for ‘‘1770’’ in item 
for chapter 36, ‘‘3701’’ for ‘‘1801’’ in item for chapter 37, 
‘‘3901’’ for ‘‘1901’’ in item for chapter 39, ‘‘4100’’ for 
‘‘2000’’ in item for chapter 41, and ‘‘4211’’ for ‘‘2011’’ in 
item for chapter 42. 

Pub. L. 102–54, § 14(e)(1), June 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 287, in-
serted ‘‘United States’’ in item for chapter 72. 

Pub. L. 102–40, title IV, §§ 402(c)(2), 403(f)(1), May 7, 
1991, 105 Stat. 239, 240, substituted ‘‘5101’’ for ‘‘3001’’ in 
item for chapter 51, ‘‘5301’’ for ‘‘3101’’ in item for chap-
ter 53, ‘‘5501’’ for ‘‘3201’’ in item for chapter 55, ‘‘5701’’ 
for ‘‘3301’’ in item for chapter 57, ‘‘5901’’ for ‘‘3401’’ in 
item for chapter 59, ‘‘6101’’ for ‘‘3501’’ in item for chap-
ter 61, ‘‘Boards, Administrations, and Services’’ for 
‘‘Boards and Departments’’ in item for part V, ‘‘7101’’ 
for ‘‘4001 in item chapter 71, ‘‘7251’’ for ‘‘4051’’ in item 
for chapter 72, ‘‘Veterans Health Administration—Or-
ganization and Functions . . . 7301’’ for ‘‘Department of 
Medicine and Surgery . . . 4101’’, added item for chapter 
74, struck out item for chapter 75 ‘‘Veterans’ Canteen 
Services . . . 4201’’, substituted ‘‘7601’’ for ‘‘4301’’ in 
item for chapter 76, added item for chapter 78, sub-
stituted ‘‘8101’’ for ‘‘5001’’ in item for chapter 81, ‘‘8201’’ 
for ‘‘5070’’ in item for chapter 82, ‘‘8301’’ for ‘‘5101’’ in 
item for chapter 83, and ‘‘8501’’ for ‘‘5201’’ in item for 
chapter 85. 

Pub. L. 102–16, § 9(c)(2), Mar. 22, 1991, 105 Stat. 55, 
struck out ‘‘Disabled and Vietnam Era’’ after ‘‘Employ-
ment and Training of’’ in item for chapter 42. 

1988—Pub. L. 100–687, div. A, title I, § 103(c)(1), title 
III, § 301(b), Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 4107, 4121, substituted 
‘‘Claims’’ for ‘‘Applications’’ in item for chapter 51 and 
added item for chapter 72. 

Pub. L. 100–322, title II, § 216(e)(2), May 20, 1988, 102 
Stat. 530, added item for chapter 76. 

1984—Pub. L. 98–525, title VII, § 702(a)(2), Oct. 19, 1984, 
98 Stat. 2563, added item for chapter 30. 

1982—Pub. L. 97–306, title III, § 301(b)(2), Oct. 14, 1982, 
96 Stat. 1437, substituted ‘‘2000’’ for ‘‘2001’’ in item for 
chapter 41. 

Pub. L. 97–295, § 4(1)(A), Oct. 12, 1982, 96 Stat. 1304, sub-
stituted ‘‘1500’’ for ‘‘1,500’’ in item for chapter 31. 

Pub. L. 97–295, § 4(1)(B), Oct. 12, 1982, 96 Stat. 1304, sub-
stituted ‘‘1651’’ for ‘‘1650’’ in item for chapter 34. 

Pub. L. 97–295, § 4(1)(C), Oct. 12, 1982, 96 Stat. 1304, 
added item for chapter 82. 

1981—Pub. L. 97–72, title III, § 302(b)(2), Nov. 3, 1981, 95 
Stat. 1059, substituted ‘‘Housing and Small Business 
Loans’’ for ‘‘Home, Condominium, and Mobile Home 
Loans’’ in item for chapter 37. 

1980—Pub. L. 96–466, title I, § 101(b), Oct. 17, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2186, substituted ‘‘Training and Rehabilitation for 
Veterans with Service-Connected Disabilities . . . 
1,500’’ for ‘‘Vocational Rehabilitation . . . 1501’’ in item 
for chapter 31. 

1976—Pub. L. 94–581, title II, § 203(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 
Stat. 2856, inserted ‘‘Nursing Home,’’ in item for chap-
ter 17. 

Pub. L. 94–502, title III, § 309(b), Oct. 15, 1976, 90 Stat. 
2391, substituted ‘‘Survivors’ and Dependents’ Edu-
cational Assistance’’ for ‘‘War Orphans’ and Widows’ 
Education Assistance’’ in item for chapter 35. 
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Pub. L. 94–502, title IV, § 405, Oct. 15, 1976, 90 Stat. 
2397, added item for chapter 32. 

1974—Pub. L. 93–569, § 7(d), Dec. 31, 1974, 88 Stat. 1866, 
substituted ‘‘Home, Condominium, and Mobile Home 
Loans’’ for ‘‘Home, Farm, and Business Loans’’ in item 
for chapter 37. 

Pub. L. 93–508, title IV, § 404(b), Dec. 3, 1974, 88 Stat. 
1600, added item for chapter 43. 

1973—Pub. L. 93–43, § 2(b), June 18, 1973, 87 Stat. 78, 
added item for chapter 24. 

1972—Pub. L. 92–540, title V, §§ 502(b), 503(b), Oct. 24, 
1972, 86 Stat. 1097, 1098, substituted ‘‘, Training and’’ for 
‘‘and Employment’’ in item for chapter 41, and added 
item for chapter 42. 

1971—Pub. L. 91–666, § 2(b), Jan. 11, 1971, 84 Stat. 2000, 
substituted ‘‘Automobiles and Adaptive Equipment for 
Certain Disabled Veterans and Members of the Armed 
Forces’’ for ‘‘Automobiles for Disabled Veterans’’ in 
item for chapter 39. 

1968—Pub. L. 90–631, § 2(h)(2), Oct. 23, 1968, 82 Stat. 
1333, substituted ‘‘War Orphans’ and Widows’ Edu-
cational Assistance . . . 1700’’ for ‘‘War Orphans’ Edu-
cational Assistance . . . 1701’’ in item for chapter 35. 

1966—Pub. L. 89–358, §§ 4(c), 6(b), Mar. 3, 1966, 80 Stat. 
23, 27, substituted chapter ‘‘34. Veterans’ Educational 
Assistance . . . 1650’’ for chapter ‘‘33. Education of Ko-
rean Conflict Veterans . . . 1601’’ and added chapter 36; 
and substituted ‘‘Job Counseling and Employment 
Placement Service for Veterans’’ for ‘‘Unemployment 
Benefits for Veterans’’ in item for chapter 41, respec-
tively. 

1965—Pub. L. 89–50, § 1(b), June 24, 1965, 79 Stat. 173, 
struck out item for chapter 43 which related to muster-
ing out payments. 

PART I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Chap. Sec. 

1. General .................................................. 101 
3. Department of Veterans Affairs ............ 301 
5. Authority and Duties of the Secretary 501 
7. Employees ............................................. 701 
9. Security and Law Enforcement on 

Property Under the Jurisdiction of 
the Department .................................. 901 

AMENDMENTS 

1991—Pub. L. 102–83, § 2(d)(2), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 402, 
substituted ‘‘Department of Veterans Affairs . . . 301’’ 
for ‘‘Veterans’ Administration; Officers and Employees 
. . . 201’’ in item for chapter 3 and added items for 
chapters 5, 7, and 9. 

CHAPTER 1—GENERAL 

Sec. 

101. Definitions. 
102. Dependent parents. 
103. Special provisions relating to marriages. 
104. Approval of educational institutions. 
105. Line of duty and misconduct. 
106. Certain service deemed to be active service. 
107. Certain service deemed not to be active serv-

ice. 
108. Seven-year absence presumption of death. 
109. Benefits for discharged members of allied 

forces. 
110. Preservation of disability ratings. 
111. Payments or allowances for beneficiary trav-

el. 
112. Presidential memorial certificate program. 
113. Treatment of certain programs under seques-

tration procedures. 
114. Multiyear procurement. 
115. Acquisition of real property. 

AMENDMENTS 

1991—Pub. L. 102–86, title IV, § 402(b), Aug. 14, 1991, 105 
Stat. 422, added item 115. 

1989—Pub. L. 101–237, title VI, § 601(b)(2), Dec. 18, 1989, 
103 Stat. 2094, struck out ‘‘for certain medical items’’ 
after ‘‘Multiyear procurement’’ in item 114. 

1988—Pub. L. 100–322, title I, § 108(e)(2), title IV, 
§ 404(b), May 20, 1988, 102 Stat. 498, 547, substituted 
‘‘Payments or allowances for beneficiary travel’’ for 
‘‘Travel expenses’’ in item 111 and added item 114. 

1986—Pub. L. 99–576, title VI, § 601(a)(2), title VII, 
§ 701(1)(B), Oct. 28, 1986, 100 Stat. 3289, 3290, struck out 
‘‘; husbands’’ after ‘‘parents’’ in item 102 and added 
item 113. 

1972—Pub. L. 92–540, title IV, § 409, Oct. 24, 1972, 86 
Stat. 1092, substituted ‘‘Dependent parents; husbands’’ 
for ‘‘Dependent parents and dependent husbands’’ in 
item 102. 

1965—Pub. L. 89–88, § 1(b), July 24, 1965, 79 Stat. 264, 
added item 112. 

1964—Pub. L. 88–445, § 1(c), Aug. 19, 1964, 78 Stat. 464, 
substituted ‘‘Preservation of disability ratings’’ for 
‘‘Preservation of total disability ratings’’ in item 110. 

§ 101. Definitions 

For the purposes of this title— 
(1) The terms ‘‘Secretary’’ and ‘‘Department’’ 

mean the Secretary of Veterans Affairs and the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, respectively. 

(2) The term ‘‘veteran’’ means a person who 
served in the active military, naval, or air serv-
ice, and who was discharged or released there-
from under conditions other than dishonorable. 

(3) The term ‘‘surviving spouse’’ means (except 
for purposes of chapter 19 of this title) a person 
of the opposite sex who was the spouse of a vet-
eran at the time of the veteran’s death, and who 
lived with the veteran continuously from the 
date of marriage to the date of the veteran’s 
death (except where there was a separation 
which was due to the misconduct of, or procured 
by, the veteran without the fault of the spouse) 
and who has not remarried or (in cases not in-
volving remarriage) has not since the death of 
the veteran, and after September 19, 1962, lived 
with another person and held himself or herself 
out openly to the public to be the spouse of such 
other person. 

(4)(A) The term ‘‘child’’ means (except for pur-
poses of chapter 19 of this title and section 
8502(b) of this title) a person who is unmarried 
and— 

(i) who is under the age of eighteen years; 
(ii) who, before attaining the age of eighteen 

years, became permanently incapable of self- 
support; or 

(iii) who, after attaining the age of eighteen 
years and until completion of education or 
training (but not after attaining the age of 
twenty-three years), is pursuing a course of in-
struction at an approved educational institu-
tion; 

and who is a legitimate child, a legally adopted 
child, a stepchild who is a member of a veteran’s 
household or was a member at the time of the 
veteran’s death, or an illegitimate child but, as 
to the alleged father, only if acknowledged in 
writing signed by him, or if he has been judi-
cially ordered to contribute to the child’s sup-
port or has been, before his death, judicially de-
creed to be the father of such child, or if he is 
otherwise shown by evidence satisfactory to the 
Secretary to be the father of such child. A per-
son shall be deemed, as of the date of death of a 
veteran, to be the legally adopted child of such 


